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Long COVID is not new.  

The same set of post-viral symptoms have existed and been 
chronicled for centuries.  

Every time there is an epidemic, a pandemic or a new trigger 
reported, the same set of symptoms become misinterpreted 
by doctors and misreported by the media as a new illness.  

This is why it is termed…  
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THE DISEASE OF 1,000 NAMES 
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Z

DIFFERENT NAMES

POTS

POST-EXERTIONAL 
MALAISE

HYSTERIA 

SOLDIER’S HEART during the Civil War 

COMBAT EXHAUSTION during WWII  

POLIOMYELITIS during Polio outbreak 

MYALGIC ENCEPHALOMYELITIS 1955 UK  

CHRONIC LYME DISEASE in Connecticut 

CHRONIC EPSTEIN-BARR in College students 

CHRONIC FATIGUE SYNDROME 

MYALGIC ENCEPHALOMYELITIS / 
CHRONIC FATIGUE modern  term 

LONG HAULER

BRAIN FOG

MUSCLE  
WEAKNESS

This has been labeled as THE DISEASE OF 1,000 NAMES referring to the countless names that existed before and 
during the Civil War, WWII, Polio and the COVID-19 Pandemic.

SAME SYMPTOMS 
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COVID-19 is simply a new trigger for a very old disease. Long 
Hauler may be a new popularized term for the people who fail to 
fully recover from an acute COVID-19 infection, but the historical 
record shows that a Long Hauler is not a new occurrence.  

Other viruses are thought to be an instigator in at least 850,000 - 
2,500,000 cases prior to 2019. Most cases are triggered by 
infections from viruses like.., 

Epstein-Barr, HSV-1, HHV-6, MERS, SARS, and others. 

However, cases can also be triggered on by… 

War, Car Accident, Rape, Trauma, PTSD and more.

DISEASE OF 1,000 TRIGGERS
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HOW MANY PEOPLE AFFECTED?
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There were an estimated 2.5 million people in the United States with this disease prior to COVID-19. Now there are 
up to 43 million.  



HOW IS THE ECONOMY AFFECTED?
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There was an awareness crisis around this disease before COVID-19, now it is an even more urgent humanitarian 
crisis.  

• 90% of people are undiagnosed.  
• No FDA approved diagnostic test or treatments.  
• Only about two dozen physician specialists in the country.  
• Health insurance does not cover most expert physicians.  
• Patients struggle to find doctors willing and able to care for them.  
• Many doctors use treatments that are outdated, inappropriate and potentially harmful.  
• Many are referred to psychiatrists and psychologists. Some end up, against their will, in 

psych wards and mental institutions.  
• There is a higher rate of suicide among this population.  
• Most people afflicted feel desperate, isolated and alone in addition to any physicial pain or 

suffering. They must rely on family & friends, but it is hard to find those who believe them. 

WHAT ARE IMPLICATIONS FOR THE FUTURE?

6



DECADES OF SCANDAL

In 1984 there was an outbreak in Incline Village, NV where 160 residents, mainly women and girls, got sick with flu-
like symptoms and failed to fully recover. Alarmed, two local Physicians, Dr. Cheney and Dr. Peterson, called in the 

CDC. After  struggle to get the CDC to visit, they took serology samples and left town. The CDC never called the doctors 
again and deemed it “Hysterical Menopausal Women.” Shortly after a coalition termed it Chronic Fatigue Syndrome. 
When the media got hold of the term and that the outbreak was in an affluent town, they dubbed it Yuppie Flu. The 
stigma stuck. In spite of ME/CFS being investigated by NIH and CDC for well over 30 years, little progress has been 

made on developing diagnostics and treatments. 

They are original Long Haulers.
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DECADES OF STIGMA
Dorothy, the Golden Girl, was a Long Hauler. The stigma has remained unchanged since this season premiere in 1989.
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DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT
Hi Friend-  

I might look like a normal healthy person, but that is far from the truth. Ok. I may not be normal. But I do have a chronic illness. There have been times 
when I did not think I would live. I am still fighting every day. I am also an entertainment professional with 20 years of experience in the film industry as 
a producer, writer, film festival founder and director, 

What happened? I got an infection of HSV-1 when I was a Freshman at Emory University. Everything changed. It was hard for me to heal, think, write, 
work. There were times when I thought my legs were melting into the floor. I spent a year in bed when I was 26, had to sit down in the shower to 
shampoo my hair and crawled up the stairs. People told me that I was just getting older.  

Now I know that the virus caused a break in my healing cycle. But it took me ten years to get a diagnosis. After all the expensive tests, it was a simple 
sharpie a Doctor used to identify painful points in my body. All of the other doctors told me that I was healthy. A very prominent one told me that I had to 
get over what I was feeling and life my best life. This is also what Lady Gaga was told… it is called Radical Acceptance.

Since then, I have been diagnosed with four different disease names, that are in fact, the same. 

placed in the hospital’s psych ward, something eerily reminiscent of well-known diseases today that were

I look back at these days fondly. At 32 my muscles began to rapidly deteriorate. I lost two inches in my height. I became allergic to all food, did not eat  
for 3 months then lived off Ensure for almost three years. I went to the emergency room after having difficult breathing 

when the nurse put a sedative into my arm and whispered, “We think what you have is psychological.” I was then 

Most people don’t know that I am sick. The story we are telling is one of the greatest injustices of 
American medical history. We knew COVID-19 would develop into this disease in a subset of people. 
Now, we want answers. We do not want our stories to be buried. They affect the present and future.  

We are on the inside of a movement that you have likely not heard of yet, but you will. A group of us are 
actively collaborating with organizations of Long Haulers to inform them that they likely have this 
disease and together, with our meager resources, we can challenge some of the most powerful 
institutions in the world to finally define this illness, bring us all together and create one illness name.  

- Chesley  

once misunderstood and shamefully labeled as "hysteria". 
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SYNOPSIS
What do fatigued soldiers during the Civil War, exhausted allied fighters in WWII, sick residents of Connecticut in 1975 
and present day COVID-19 Long Haulers have in common? What do Charles Darwin, Florence Nightengale, Frida 
Kahlo, Justin Bieber and Lady Gaga have in common? More than you might think.
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Chesley and team set out on a cross-country 
road trip to explore the explosive connection 
between the 43 million people in the United 
States now suffering with the same set of 
symptoms as other groups and individuals 
throughout history. The filmmakers dive into 
the budding movement to unify diverse 
afflicted people into one powerful group with a 
rebranded image and challenge the 
institutions that denied claims and buried 
their connection for decades. 



Our journey to unravel this fascinating centuries old mystery unfolds 
cinematically through a relatable modern lens. Approaching a 
complex, dark issue with vibrancy, humor and compassion. 

The entire word ‘movement’, which we follow, conveys within it a 
sense of  fast-paced, on your toes kinetic energy.  

When life is good, it flows and so do our cameras with documentary 
style urgency. And when life is sick, it is still and dark. 

TONE / VISUAL STYLE
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Florence 
Nightengale

Bella Hadid

Justin Bieber

Lady Gaga

Avril Lavigne
Charles Darwin

Chris Cuomo

CELEBRITIES WITH THE DISEASE
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CHESLEY

“We can do something to prevent 
others from suffering like we did. 

But what has been tried in the 
past was not enough to engage 

the American people. This film is 
tailored to take a completely 

unique approach.” 
- Chesley
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RONALD W. DAVIS, PhD

Now, there are an estimated 43 million people or 13.8% of the US population alone suffering from long-term symptoms 

“If there were to be a pandemic, a considerable 
percentage of the American and world population 
would not recover and develop this disease.”  
                                     - Dr. Davis (2018) 

Director of the Stanford Genome Technology 
Center. Lead in the Human Genome Project. One 
of the greatest innovators of the century. But all 
that work came to an end when his son. Whitney, 
came down with a mysterious disease that took 
years to diagnose. Later identified as ME/CFS.

PROPOSED TALENT 14



WHITNEY DAFOE

Now, there are an estimated 43 million people or 13.8% of the US population alone suffering from long-term symptoms 
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“It’s way beyond just feeling tired. It’s like a living death. 
What my father is doing gives me so much hope. He’s a 
brilliant problem solver and may be the best person alive to 
figure this illness out.”  
                                      - Whitney (People Magazine) 

Photographer, Writer, Advocate and son of Dr. 
Davis. Whitney has a pump delivering water 
directly into his heart and a feeding tube delivering 
food into his stomach. He has been bedridden with 
M.E. for a decade. 
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“It feels like you are wearing a ten thousand pound led suit. It 
feels like a living death. I work with an amazing team to uncover 
the biologic underpinnings of this disease and advocate for all of 
us.” 

                                                                                - Dr.  Mac 
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Director of Translational Medicine at the Stanford 
Genome Technology Center & Senior Medical 
Director @ Genentech. 

DR. AMI MAC

PROPOSED TALENT 
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Now, there are an estimated 43 million people or 13.8% of the US population alone suffering from long-term symptoms 

Dr. Joe, a Chiropractic Neurologist, is Chesley’s Doctor and Dr. Mac’s 
colleague. He started Atlas Health Clinic in Northern California where he 
patients with M.E., Chronic Lyme, POTS, Fibromyalgia, etc.

“There are real biological reasons why you are having these issues. It’s not in your 
head. We work to demystify what is happening.” 
                                                              -  Dr. Joe 

DR. JOE SMITH
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These are a few of our strategic NGO partners and proposed Talent. 
PARTNERS

Linda Tannenbaum Oved Amitay Laurie Jones
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Docs that are credited with igniting movements around important causes. This is the ‘Golden Era’ of documentary films. 

• Production Budget: $3,000,000 
• Widest Theatrical: 248  
• Domestic Box Office: $21,576,018  
• International Box Office: $36,664,469  
• Worldwide Box Office: $58,240,487 

• Production Budget of $1,500,000  
• International Premiere: Sundance 
• Widest Theatrical: 99 
• Domestic Box Office: $2,073,582  
• International Box Office: $281,293  
• Worldwide Box Office: $2,354,875 
• Est. Domestic DVD: $1,601,335 
• Est. Domestic Blu-Ray: $206,448  

• Production Budget of Unknown 
• International Premiere: Sundance 
• Widest Theatrical: 0 
• Acquired as Netflix Original 

Documentary

COMPARABLE DOCS
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To produce the film from development, production and post-production is an estimated budget of $600,000.

29%

63%

9%
Category Total

Production $376,168

Post-Production $171,500

Contingency $52,332

TOTAL $600,000

TIMELINE:
I. Development, Recruitment & Pitch Production       
II. Development, Movement Publicity & Skeleton Production 
III Pre-Production:
IV. Production:
V. Post-production:

Summer 2022
January - March 2023
April 2023
May 2023
Summer 2023

BUDGET / TIMELINE
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LORI J. BERTMAN  
Social Impact Advisor

FILMMAKERS

AVI DAS  
Creative Director

VALENTINA CANIGLIA 
    Cinematographer

BEN CASSOU 
Producer 

CHESLEY 
Director & Talent

JEFF CONSIGLIO  
Editor, Advisor  

Academy Award Winner

MICHAEL BOLTEN 
Camera

JASON ALLEN 
1st Assistant Director 

CHLOEE  
Stylist

STEVE GERBSMAN  
Executive Producer 

SCOTT HORNER  
 Line Producer21 FRANK VENADAS  

Artist



BECOME AN EXECUTIVE PRODUCER 
Please donate to become an Executive Producer.  

The ideal funding structure brings together collaborators of all 
kinds - corporate, foundational, and individual - in a combined 
effort to raise public awareness and research funding. 

It is important to donate if you can because many of those with 
this disease do not have the financial capability and voice. 

Watch Sizzle Teaser and more:  

www.MovieAbourME.com/ep 
Password: movieaboutme 

Chesley Heymsfield  
(917) 622-8800  
chesleyproducer@gmail.com  

Fiscal Agent: Louisiana International Film Festival, a 501(c)3 
All donations go through the Dan Ireland Grant
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